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Imports from ACP and LDCs ÐNew
pattern from 1.10.2009

CEFS/EFFAT plenary meeting of the Sectoral Social
Dialogue Committee

27.2.2009
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! Complete new framework  concerning
imports of sugar into the EU from countries of
African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) and Least
Developing Countries (LDCs)

! EU will pass from a system of quotas and
duties applied to sugar imports to a system of
duty free quota free  from those countries

Imports from ACP and LDCs -
1.10.2009
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Imports from ACPs

2008/2009:

! Sugar Protocol with quota of 1.3 million tonnes granted to
20 ACP countries

! Additional quota of 230.000 tonnes to countries
signatories of Economic Partnership Agreements  (EPAs)

2009/2010-2014/2015:

36 ACPs (23 Sugar producers) will enjoy duty free quota fee
access  to EU market BUT EPAs safeguard clause:

 Duty reintroduced to 26 (15 sugar producers) ACP Non-LDCs if
1. 3.5 Mt total imports  are reached and

2. if imports from non-LDCs exceed 
" 1,38 Mt in 2009/10

" 1,45 Mt in 20010/11

" 1,6 Mt from ACPs non-LDCs from 2011-2012 till 2014/2015

Quantities divided by 7 regions
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Imports from LDCs

2008/2009:
! Only 20% of import duty paid on sugar
! Tariff Rate Quota of 204 735 tonnes

2009/2010 onwards

! All LDCs will enjoy duty free quota fee access  to
EU market

! Commission declaration on EBA:

Eventual safeguard clause if there is a 25% increase of
imports from one year to another from a given LDC
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Main concerns for EU sugar sector

! New Regulation to be produced in the coming
months which will refer to campaigns 2009/2010
onwards

! The safeguard clauses applied to imports
coming from ACPs and LDCs should be efficient
and applicable  to avoid any circumvention to
prevent market collapse

! How the Commission declaration on EBA will be
taken into consideration?

! The management of import licences will be
crucial


